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on sand. No one will listen to you today. In Visnagar in Gujarat
they gave a cold shoulder to Mr. Abbas Tyabji and Mahadev.
In Ahmedabad a storm was nipped in the bud. Some trouble
was brewing in Umreth when I left Gujarat. That I should be a
passive witness of all these, shows the depth of my incapacity.
There are hundreds of sisters whose love and affection I still possess.
They are in mortal fear today. To them I want to show by my
own example the way to die.
Fight I do not mind, if it be fair, honourable, brave fighting
between the two communities. But today it is all a story of unmiti-
gated cowardice. They would throw stones and run away, murder
and run away, go to court, put up false witnesses and cite false
evidence. What a woeful record ? How am I to make them brave ?
You are trying your best. But I should also try my best. I must
recover the power to react on them.
[s. A,] No, you have not failed. They listened to you; they were listening
to you. In your absence they had other advisers. They listened to their ad-
vice and took to evil ways. They will still see the folly of their ways, I am
sure. You have done much to reduce the poison in the popular mind. I
would not bother about these disturbances at all. I would simply go and tell
them, "Devils, play this game to your hearts* content. God is still there. You
may kill one another. You cannot kill Him*'* Do not, Sir, come in the way
of the Lord* You are wrestling with Him. Let Him have His way.
I am wrestling with Him! If there is pride or defiance in me
it is all over with me. Dear man, this fart is the result of several
days' continued prayers. I have got up from sleep at 3 o'clock in
the night and have asked Him what to do. On the 17th of Septem-
ber the answer came like a flash J If I have erred, He will forgive
me. All I have done, all I am doing, is done in a fully godfearing
spirit, and in the house of a godfearing Mussalman at that. My
religion says that only he who is prepared to suffer can pray to
God. Fasting and prayer are common injunctions in my religion.
But I know of this sort of penance even in Islam. In the life of the
Prophet I have read that the Prophet often fasted and prayed, and
forbade others to copy him. Someone asked him why he did not
allow others to do the thing he himself was doing, "Because I live;,
on food divine," he said. He achieved most of his great things
by fasting and prayer- I learnt from him that only he can fast"
who has inexhaustible faith in God. The Prophet had revelations
not in moments of ease and luxurious living. He fasted and pray-
ed, kept awake for nights together and would be on his feet at aH^
hours of the night as he received the revelations. Even at thfe